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Dear Mz, President,

Dear Members of the Working Group,

Ladies and gentlemen,

{ .

Consideration of our second periodic report under the Universal Periodic
Review of the UN Human Rights Council constitutes an efficient format to
submit thorough information on activities carried out and measures taken in the-

field of protection of human rights and- fundamental freedoms to have a
'd1alogue and to exchange experience. ‘ :

‘%Ne highly appreciate the contribution provided by the Human Rights Council
and the Universal Periodic Review to the cause of promotion and protection of
the human rights and fundamental freedoms, and we reiterate our openness and

willingness' for a comprehensive cooperation with the Council and its -
'mechamsms

fParticipation in today’s deliberations of a prominent ‘delegation established -
upon instruction by the head of the state and comprising senior officials from -
“the relevant agencies, clearly demonstrates the importance that our country
‘attaches to the UPR mechanism. In accordance with a decision by the President
of Azerbaijan, a working group was established to prepare the second periodic
1eport The civil society representahves were also engaged into the preparation
of the report. The draft report was posted at the web site of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, in order to introduce it to a public discussion and to take a due
account of opinions and suggesuons from the civil somety

\ P .
Provision of human rights and freedoms is proclalmed as-a highest goal of the
State in the Constitution of the Repubhc of Azerbal_]an Aczerbaijan is a party to
the fundamental international legal documents in the field of human rights.

According to Article 148 of the Constitution, the international treaties, to which | -

Azerbaijan is a party, constitute an inalienable integral part of Azerbaijan’s
legislative system. According to Article 151 of the Con'stltutlon, in case of a
possible contradiction between normative legal acts of Azerbaijan on the one
hand, and those international treaties to which Azerbajjan is a party, on the
other hand, the norms of the internatjonal treaties shall apply Human rights and
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freedoms have direct force in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan. In the
framework of current trends of international relations, prorotion and protection
6f human rights are provided on the basis of the supremacy of international law.
In thi§’ connectlon 1 must stress that the occupation by the Repubhc of Armenia

ibakh region and 7

adjaoent districts, the unresolved sta and i grave consequences'
{o this day represent one of the majo a provmlon of human rights
in our country. In course of the armed aggresslon of the Repubhc of Armenia
the ‘Armenian side committed grave violations of the riorms of international.

humanitarian - law including numerous facts of k1111nps and’ extrajud1c1a1
* executions of civilians, hostages and prisoners of war from amongst citizens of
Azerbaijan, use of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. The
. _report contams more detaﬂed mformatmn for your oonsrderauon about almost a

Dear M. President, o
Dear members of the Working Group,

'&*or us the year of 2013 turned out to be qulte a busy one in terms of submission
of eports on human rights. Two weeks ago there’ isideration of
our country’s sécond periodic report’ on Tntern: ) onvention on: the
~ Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers. and' Members of Their
. Families. The ‘third periodic report of Azerbaijan m_ the Comimittee on
Economic, Social and Cultural rights will be considered m 3 days. This year we
also submitted our fifth periodic report on the; Convention n the Elimination of
all Forms of Discrimination against Women. Later this year we will submit our
reports to ‘the Committee on Crv1l and Pohtlcal Rights, ‘Committee on
Ehmma‘uon of Racial Discriminatic t}_:‘Tlorture On the
iast item T would like to note that our fourth periodic report to the Committee
hgainst Torture will be submitted i in accordance with the new rules, namely the
opuonal reportmg procedure.

7[n 2009 the Government of Azerbauan submitted 1ts first- report in the

"framevvork of the Convention on the nghts of Persons Wrth Disabilities and its
Optlonal Protocol.

'The Republic of Azerbaljan conducts an ongoing coopercmon with the Special -
Procedures of the Human Rights Counc11 and this cooperatlon will be further
continued. The Government of Azerbaijan has been receiving all Mandate.
Holders under the UN Special Procedures, which sent us letters requesting to
wisit our country. The latest visit took place on 16—23 ‘May 2012, when the
'SpeCIal Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest
‘ r
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attamable standard of physrcal and mental health visited Azerbaijan. T have an
honour to declare that the Government of Azerbaijan has already sent a standing |
invitation to the special procedures mandate holders.

Information on measures to promote and protect human rights taken in
Azerbaijan since 2009 has been sufficiently covered by the Interim report which
we submitted on a voluntary basis in 2011, and in our second periodic report on
UPR In this connection I would like to focus on the most 1mportant matters.

First, I have to mention the National Action Programme oh raising the
efficiency of human rights protection in the Republic of Azerbaijan, adopted in -
~ 2011. This Programme covers the issues reflected in the recommendations
~ addressed to Azerbaijan in course of consideration of the first UPR report. The
Action Programme envisages such issues as improvement of the normative-
legal basis (mcludmg through definition of human rights and fundamental
freedoms as a major criterion for drafting the laws), 1mprovement of activities
of the state agencies, training, research and awareness-raising measures on
human rights and cooperation with 1nternat10nal orgamzatlons in the field of
human rights. '

In course of implementation of the National Action Programme the relevant
bodies of power closely cooperate with civil society. The working group, which
coordinates the implementation of the Programme, submits reports on its
%ctivities to the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan o’rfi»a regular basis.

Implementatron of the two State Programmes on soc1a1 and economic
development of the regions of Azerbaijan, adopted in 2004 and 2009
respect1ve1y, played significant role in the overall development of our country.
The second State Programme on regional development is being successfully
implemented at present. As a result of this Programme ‘more than 1 100 000
jobs were created in the country, with 30 000 jobs in the, first quarter of this
year The bulk of JObS were created in the non-oil industry ; and agriculture.

The “State Programme on socral and economic develop‘ment of the regions of
}Lhe Republic of Azerbaijan for the years 2009-2013" also defines major
directions of the governmental activities at the next stages in' the regions with
compaet residence of national minorities. :
1n course of last 7 years more than 35 000 new enterprises were created in
Azerbaijan, significant portion of them created in the regions with compact
settlement of national minorities. More than 77% of the new jobs were created

in the regions, with more than 20% of them being created in the regions with
compact settlement of national minorities,



In May 2010 the Repubhc of Azerba1_]an acceded to: the UNESCO Conventlon .
_ on the Protection and Promotion of the Dlvermty of Cultural Expressions. In a
context of 1mplementat10n of the provisions of the said Convention, the
"Government is elaborating an action plan, which: env1sages aproject “Cultural

- Diversity — Cultural Unity” The" project includes seminars on national and
cultural - sohdanty in the regions of compact settlement of national minorities,

tralmng events for regional figures of culture and 't persons with special cultural
éxpressions and talents, research of situation on intercultural dialogue,

publication of* brochures on cultural heritage and diversity of the country,
exh1b1tlons concerts, compet1t10ns and other events.

: Efﬁc1ent ﬁght agamst corruptlon constltutes a rehable guarantee of promotion
. and protectton of human rights. Fight against corruption is one ‘of state policy
10ri and. the :Government . contmues fo carry out. focused and consmtent
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vThe “Natmnal Act1on Plan for 2012-2015 on ﬁght agalnst corruptmn” covers
¢onduct .of awareness-raising activities, strengthened ‘interaction with civil
soc1ety mstltutes development of cooperation with 1ntemat1ona1 organizations,

improvement of work on addressing - commumcatlons and complaints,
consohdatlon of the 1eg1slat1ve basm ' -

In 2011 our country JOIIIGd the Open Government Partnershlp w1th a view to
taising transparency and promoting the open government practices, exchanging
posmve international .experience-and: providing -a contribution to: globa] efforts:
in this field. The National Action Plan for 2012-2015 on promotmn of the open
{;ovemment was adopted ' . _“A |

Takmg 1nto cons1derat10n the need to raise transparency m the act1v1t1es of statel .
.bodles to prov1de services for citizens with higher quahty and comfort through
the innovative' methods, to adhere to the. norms of ethics and polite
dommunication with citizens, to address their needs and queties, to improve the
 Services by the state bodies and to speed up transition to the E-services the State ,
Agency on Services for Citizens and Social Innovations was established. A’
special ASAN Service with was established within this Agency. At the ASAN
~ Service centers 9 state bodies (Ministry of Justice, Mlmstry of Internal Affairs,
Ministry of Taxes, State Committee on Property, State Customs Committee,
State Migration Service, State Committee on Land and Cartography, State
Social Protection Fund and National Archive Department) offer 25 types of
services. The ASAN Service centers facilitate a wider use of E-services, help to
qut the costs and save time of the citizens; build up trust for the state bodies,
ra1se transparency, contnbute to the ﬁght agamst corruption.
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In Azerbaijan the year 2013 has been proclaimed a year of the information and
communication technologies. The relevant Action Plan adopted in April 2013
envisages a greater use of such technologies in the electoral process, raising the
quality of internet connection, creation of the online data'base, continuation of
- measures on establishment of the E-government and development of the online
media. There are no restrictions on the use of intémet technologies in
Azerbaijan and today more than half of Azerbaijan’s population are internet
‘users. We believe that internet constitutes an important tool for realization of
freedom of expressron in society and in state.

Ihe Law on fight against domestic violence was passed in 2010. The Family
Code was amended in accordance with this Law and the minimal age of
eligibility for marriage, both for men and women, was set up at the level of 18
years. The amendments introduced into the Family Code in 2011 prohibit early
and forced marriages, and strengthen punishment for such acts. In 2011 our
country ratified the International Labour Orgamzatron Convention 156
concerning Equal Opportunities and Equal Treatment for Men and Women
Workers Workers with Family Responsibilities and the ILO Convention 183

concernmg the revision of the Maternity Protectron Conventlon (Revised),
1952

.' Regardmg the comments on insufficient representatlon 6f women in political
and social life, reflected in the reports of the Office of the UN High
‘Commrssroner on Human Rrghts and the civil society institutes, I would like to
éta‘re that one of the major goals of the State Programme for 2008-2015 on
eradication of poverty and sustainable development is to enlarge participation of
{bvomen in the decision-making process before the end of 2015. Additional

measures on provision of equal representation’ of men and women in all state
bodies are bemg considered at present. "

‘ . | i'\ ) .
An objective study and ana1y31s of the changes in the socrety can be ensured by
a credible statistical information. The State Programme on for 2013-2017 on
y:ievelopment of official statistics was adopted to this end.,

.} !

This Programme will provide for an application of new methods in collection of
data on population’s employment and unemployment, with due account of

momtorrng of the quality of life and living conditions, as Well as international
%tandards and recommendations. |

In order to obtain information on child mortalrty in accordance with -
methodology of the World Health Organization, a statrstlcal survey of

;,.



and started to work with its experts. In Apr11 2013 the delegatlon of the Venlce
Commission visited Azerbaijan and held meetings-on the ‘draft law elaboration.
‘The draft-law in question envisages, in course of the court proceedings on the

defamation cases, the appllcatron of prlncrples estabhshed m the precedent law
: of the European Court‘on'H ’uinan Rrghts S

The large-scale reforms were also conducted in the system of Justice. For the
first time ‘in the’ ‘history of our-cotintry the administrati Leconomic courts were

established-in the 7 regions, and the system of the: mlhtary courts was reformed
as well. The number of Judges doubled during the reportlng period.

The results of the judicial reforms attracted attentlon of the' leadmg 1nternatrona1
- bodies. In particular, of the European Commission for the Efficiency of Just1ce
(CEPEJ ) marked the experrence of our country asa model of success

our rteport: In miy statement T tried>to ‘address’ the questrons ‘Submitted in
édvance Iam lookmg forward to a fruitful dlalogue

: Thank you: for your. attentmn



